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Coastal Horizons Celebrates 55 Years of Service to North Carolina Communities 

Wilmington, NC — Coastal Horizons is proud to celebrate its 55th anniversary on August 3, 2025. 

Since opening its doors in 1970 as a grassroots initiative to combat the growing drug crisis, Coastal 

Horizons has grown into the largest private nonprofit human services organization in southeastern 

North Carolina. The organization now employs more than 755 full- and part-time staff and serves over 

20,000 individuals annually across 58 counties. 

Guided by its mission to provide a continuum of professional services to promote healthier lives, 

stronger families, and safer communities, Coastal Horizons has remained steadfast in its efforts to 

meet the evolving needs of individuals and families across the state. The organization’s vision is to be 

the premier provider of integrated healthcare, child welfare, and justice services for the most 

vulnerable populations in North Carolina while paving the way for expanded reach. 

“Fifty-five years is a remarkable milestone,” said Margaret Weller-Stargell, President and CEO of 

Coastal Horizons. “It’s a testament to the incredible dedication of our staff, the unwavering support of 

our community partners, and the resilience of those we serve. We’re not just reflecting on our history; 

we’re looking ahead to the future with renewed purpose and commitment.” 

Over the decades, Coastal Horizons has continued to grow and evolve, expanding its services to 

meet the diverse needs of the communities it serves. Today, the organization offers a wide range of 

programs, including primary care, trauma-informed mental health counseling, crisis intervention, a 

youth homeless shelter, rape crisis centers, medication-assisted treatment (MAT) for opioid use 

disorders, mobile clinics, child welfare services, veteran support, and justice programs. Throughout all 

areas of its work, Coastal Horizons remains firmly committed to integrity, accessibility, acceptance, 

and person-centered care. 

To learn more about Coastal Horizons and its work, please visit www.coastalhorizons.org.  
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